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tamarisk, where stretches of level or undulating land are covered with these isolated shrubs with their lovely pinnated foliage. But when the land is invaded by moving sand-dunes, the sand and loess-dust pile up against the shrub until only the top is showing, struggling for life, out of a conical heap of sand. In many places the land is covered by these little hillocks and, offering no visibility, is very difficult to cross. Secondly there are the forests of poplar-trees. This is a delightful variety, the populus euphratica, with a slender trunk and, depending on the branches, differently-shaped leaves. These trees are found mostly near watercourses. One can, however, ride for hours through a forest of dead trees, where the river has changed its course and the vegetation has perished. Finally there are the deserts of stone, covering vast areas in the mountains and the lower slopes of the foothills. In certain places, between Toksun and Karashar, for example, the road is entirely covered with stones, from enormous rocks to smaller boulders, stones, gravel and pebbles. Horses are easily hurt by them and, according to local people, the dust, containing salt, gives them swellings and other complaints which make them unfit to travel. Mirages are very common and the unwary traveller is easily misled by them. The commonest mirages are of stretches of water surrounded by isolated shady trees.
"The foothills of the great mountain chains are terribly desolate. The rocks, torn by frequent earthquakes, are piled up in fantastic shapes. There is not a single tree or shrub, no water, and in many places, not an animal to be seen.
"As to bird-life, magpies, crows and several kinds of shrike are quite common; so also are vultures, peregrine, sacred or stone falcons, sparrow-hawks and eagles. In some areas, between Kashgar and Aksu, for instance, there are great quantities of sparrows closely resembling our'own. The pheasant is common around Maralbashi; the beautiful feather-legged partridge is found in considerable quantities in the steppes, the stone-ptarmigan lives on the fringes of the mountains, as also does the bustard, but we never saw this bird, which is very wild.
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